
Spring Conference at Lincoln, 29 April - 1 May 2016 

 
Lincoln was the venue for this year’s spring conference, organised by our committee member Carenza 

Lewis, the recently appointed Professor of Public Understanding of Research at the University of 

Lincoln.  

 

Given that Carenza has been the driving force behind test-pitting programmes on CORS (or in full 

‘Currently Occupied Rural Settlements’) over quite a number of years – 2005 seems to have been the 

year of initiation – it will come as no surprise that part of both Saturday and Sunday’s sets of talks 

were given over to local enthusiasts describing their results. Indeed, there were so many that it’s 

impossible to mention everyone in this short report.   Gill Burleigh and Helen Hofton talked about 

Pirton in Hertfordshire where the results from over 100 pits have been supplemented by commercial 

trial-trenching and the recording of standing timber-buildings; Rosemary Culkin talked about Great 

Bowden in Leicestershire with its unusually large volumes of late Anglo-Saxon pottery; Michael 

Southall revealed the difficulties in trying to identify the medieval extent of Lutterworth in 

Leicestershire; Peter Allen discussed test-pitting in Bingham, Nottinghamshire which has been 

complemented by fieldwalking across most of the parish; Peter Denison-Edson and Alan Mills took us 

to Swaledale in Yorkshire where community projects included test-pitting, geophysical surveys, guided 

walks and their formation of a local history group; David Frost showed us Binham in Norfolk with its 

priory and the development of the village and its market place; Andora Carver was joined by Tim 

Dennis to discuss respectively the information from test pits and geophysical survey at Nayland in 

Essex, the latter focussed on an enclosed manorial site known as Court Knoll; and June Barnes 

accessed recent excavations on a ringwork and within the village of Sharnbrook in Bedfordshire.    

 

Complementing these locally focussed talks were two sets of presentations by speakers from the 

academic world which ranged widely across settlements, place-names and finds. Duncan Wright from 

Bishop Grossteste University considered the forms of Middle Saxon settlement that preceded the 

medieval village, based on his doctoral research;  Richard Mortimer of Oxford Archaeology East 

focussed primarily on differences in the distribution of two place-name suffixes ‘ham’ and ‘ton’ and 

their significance in the Cambridgeshire landscape; Richard Jones of the University of Leicester  also 

looked at place-name forms, such as topographical, habitative or folk-based, and then turned to ‘Upton’ 

names for specific analysis; Sue Oosthuizen from the University of Cambridge examined the origin of 

the medieval open fields in the more southerly reaches of what is now, after Roberts and Wrathmell, 

termed the ‘Central Province’; Carenza Lewis overviewed the CORS programme and demonstrated 

how over two thousand test pits in eastern England could be used to reveal the impact of the Black 

Death in the middle of the 14
th
 century, showing how archaeology may be used to fill out a picture 

where documents can’t; Adam Daubney of the Portable Antiquities Scheme described some fascinating 

pre-Conquest settlements in Lincolnshire that have emerged as a result of metal-detecting; and to finish 

Jeremy Lake of Historic England looked at medieval vernacular buildings in their landscapes, 

demonstrating what a rich field of research this is which offers so much for the future. 

 

My impression, which I’m sure was shared by many in the audience, was just how much could be 

fitted into a day and a half of talks coupled with the sheer variety of what was on offer and the amount 

of fieldwork which is currently taking place. And this was amplified by the Sunday afternoon field trip 

to Riseholme just north of Lincoln where the University of Lincoln’s campus incorporates a fine DMV 

(iconic as the first excavation of such a site to be published in Medieval Archaeology), which will 

undoubtedly offer Carenza various options for future work. The weekend was notable for mixing 

‘professional’ and ‘amateur’ archaeologists and historians both in delivering lectures and in 

contributing to discussions, and the different perspectives which this provided appeared to be much 

appreciated by attendees.  Issues from one such discussion, on the issue of finds storage space, 

subsequently featured in the Telegraph (26
th
 June 2016) 

(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/06/25/britain-may-lose-historical-heritage-as-archaeologists-

admit-the/).  

 

An excellent weekend, and the MSRG’s thanks to her and her assistant Julie Barclay for putting so 

much work into organising it.               


